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2026 International 
Social and Behavior 
Change Communication 
(SBCC) Summit

ÅTheme: The Power of 
Connection ï Reimagining 
Knowledge, Action, and Equity 
in a Changing SBCC Landscape

ÅWhen: June 22 ï 26, 2026

ÅWhere: Panama City, Panama



Program Overview
Å79 oral presentation panels
Å89 posters
Å15 multimedia presentations
Å5 "oops' to 'aha' sessions
Å31 skills-building workshops
Å13 10 minute stores that flip the 

script sessions
ÅEach day of the Summit will 

highlight a theme of the 
conference



Conference Subthemes



Connection 
and Relationships

SUBTHEME #1
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ÅLocalization in Action
ÅStorytelling and Representation
ÅTrust and Accountability
ÅSocial Movements and Advocacy
ÅYouth Leaders

Connection and Relationships

Liberating 
the Narrative



Knowledge 
and Evidence

SUBTHEME #2



ÅWhose Knowledge Matters?
ÅParticipatory Evidence Generation
ÅEthics and Equity in Data
ÅInnovations in Evidence
ÅKnowledge into Action

Knowledge and Evidence

Decolonizing 
Evidence
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Action 
and Impact

SUBTHEME #3



ÅSBC in Crisis Contexts
ÅIntersectionality in Practice
ÅYouth-Driven Innovations
ÅSystems Strengthening
ÅThe Next Generation

Action and Impact

Planetary 
Health and 
Collective 
Response



Inclusion
and Equity

SUBTHEME #4



ÅCommunication for Equity
ÅMedia Manipulation
ÅDigital Equity and Control
ÅDialogue and Storytelling
ÅEmbracing Traditional 

Practices for Social Change

Inclusion and Equity

Ethical 
Technology



What Participants 
Want to See in a 
Presentation



Session Formats
ÅOral and 

poster presentations

ÅPreformed panels 
presentations

ÅMultimedia showcase

ÅSkills building workshops

Å10-minute stories that flip 
the script

ÅFailing better: From Oops 
to Aha!

Accepted Languages
ÅSpanish

ÅPortuguese

ÅFrench

ÅEnglish



Session and Room Resources

ÅTechnology: Laptop, projector, and microphones available

ÅInterpretation: Available in many rooms

ÅPresentations: MUST be uploaded to the conferenceplatform 
(Dryfta) by June 1 , not right before your session

ÅModerator: Will be provided (apart from Preformed Panels who 
have their own)



Elements of an 
outstanding presentation



What makes my 
presentation 
outstanding?
ÅConcise, powerful narrative

ÅVisually appealing

ÅñSo what?ò
o Why it matters

ÅClear and to the point

ÅExplicit link to Summit 
theme

ÅHow it advances  SBC as a 
field



Considerations
ÅHow does it relate to the 

conference theme?

ÅWhy is it important?

ÅWhat are one or two main 
takeaways?

ÅImplications for others? 

ÅFor the field of SBC?



Presentation Structure ðOral and Posters

ÅBackground/Objectives

ÅIntervention/Methods

ÅResults/Lessons Learned

ÅDiscussion/Implications for 
the Field

Use our poster template (link 
in presentation guidance)



Presentation Structure ðPreformed Panel

ÅBackground/Objective

Å Approaches/Methods

ÅResults/Lessons Learned 

ÅConclusion/Contributions to 
Panel Theme



Presentation Structure ðSkills Building 
Session

Å Learning Objectives

Å Skills Building Approach and Methods

ÅHands on Learning

ÅDiscussion/Implications for the Field



Presentation Structure ðMultimedia 
Session

ÅBackground/Objective 

ÅDescription of Multimedia

ÅShare Multimedia 
o Up to 7 minutes out of 15 

minutes total

ÅResults/Lessons Learned

ÅDiscussion/Implications for 
the Field



Presentation Structure ð10 -Minute 
Stories that Flip the Script

ÅProblem Statement 

ÅDescription/Context of Big 
Idea/Experience/Innovation

ÅImplications for the Field



Presentation Structure ðFailing Better: 
From Oops to Aha

ÅContext/Challenge 

ÅDescription of the Failure
o What did not work?

o Why was it meaningful?

ÅWhat was learned? What 
could be done differently?

ÅRecommendations for others 
based on the failure



Tips for an Engaging Presentation

Frame your story

Clarify what is unique about the 
work

Donôt read slides; tell a story
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Tips for an Engaging Presentation

Favor visuals over words

Focus demands sacrificeð
subtract, donôt add

Bullets (with large fonts), 
no paragraphs
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Tips for an Engaging Presentation

Speak slowly

Remember to breathe

Time yourself
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Tips for an Engaging Presentation

Check grammar

Avoid acronyms

Make eye contact
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Tips for an Engaging Presentation

Practice. 

Practice. 

Practice. 
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What now?



Next Steps for You, the Presenter

ÅDraft presentation/skills building 
session

ÅInvite feedback from fellow co -authors 
and colleagues

ÅPractice presentation ensuring you keep 
to time

ÅSubmit your presentation on Dryfta by 
June 1

o Submission instructions are in your email


